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The Prize winner’s work has led to the 
precise determination of stellar 
abundances and the identi"cation of 
imprints of the early universe. 
(Image by NAOC)

Potatoes can now be grown from true 
botanical seeds rather than bulky,
perishable tubers. 
(Credit: HUANG’s group)

Discovering Chemical Imprints 
from the First Supermassive Stars 
and Relics of Early Mergers of the 
Milky Way

The 2026 Tan Kah Kee Science 
& Tan Kah Kee Young Scientist 
Awards Bestowed upon Laureates

Taking Catalysis to the Atomic 
Limit: The Rise of Single-Atom 
Catalysis

Rewriting Potato’s Evolutionary 
Destiny through Genome Design

2026 TAN KAH KEE SCIENCE 
AWARDS: WINNING PROJECTS
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The Jehol Biota is revealed to be much more than a 
mere “refugium for relics.” (Image by IVPP)

Measurement of the graviton excitation in a GaAs 
quantum well via circularly polarized light. 
(Image: Nanjing University)

A biomimetic so# robot, inspired by the scattered bones 
of the Mariana snailfish, successfully braved crushing 
depths of 10,900 meters. (Image by Li et al., 2021)

Via meticulous examination of samples returned by 
Chang’e-5 and Chang’e-6 missions, the Prize winner’s 
team revised the existing views on the evolution of 
the ancient Lunar magnetic "eld as well as its driving 
mechanism. (Image by IGG)
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